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shock of his discovery that Jesus was a working carpenter, and that
most of the Apostles earned their bread by manual labour.
But notwithstanding that the inherited class prejudice against
Socialism and the Labour Party is still powerful, the reputation
of the Church is saved by the records of a few of its great and
courageous men. The workers of England rightly revere the
names of Maurice, Kingsley, Westcott, Headlam, Escreet, Horsley,
and hundreds of others who, against their own immediate pro-
fessional interests, gave service and leadership to the people's cause.
Popular resentment against the Church forty years ago showed
itself in a widespread demand for disestablishment, in ostentatious
abstention from her ministrations, and in the growth of small
dissenting congregations. The frontal attack on ecclesiasticism
was made by the secularists, who criticized the Church, not only
as a reactionary social institution, but as the defender of doctrines
which were not only untrue, but also harmful.
In judging the character of the freethought criticism of that
time, it is necessary to recall the nature of the doctrines against
which the secularists fought, for during the last two generations
the teaching of educated clergymen has changed almost beyond
recognition. The attitude then adopted towards the Bible may be
given as an illustration. Sir William Jones, an eminent Oriental
scholar, honestly believed that 'either the first eleven chapters of
the book of Genesis, all due allowance being made for a figurative
Eastern style, are true, or the whole fabric of our national religion
is false/ and an able clergyman declared that 'in all consistent
reason we must accept the whole of the inspired autographs, or
reject the whole as from end to end unauthoritative and worthless.'1
Let me give two further illustrations of the undiscerning Biblio-
latry of that orthodox period:
1 The Bible is none other than the voice of Him that sitteth upon
the throne. Every book of it, every chapter of it, every verse of
it, every word of it, every syllable of it, every letter of it, is the direct
utterance of the Most High. The Bible is none other than the
Word of God, not some part of it more, some part of it less, but all
alike, the utterance of Him who sitteth upon the throne, absolute—
faultless—unerring—supreme.* *
* Every word, every syllable, every letter (of the Bible) is just
what it would be, had God spoken from heaven without any
1	Quoted by Sir George William Cox, The Life ofColemo, vol. i, p. 230.
2	Quoted "ibid. vol. i, p. 229, from Dean Burgon, Inspiration and Interpretation.

